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Course description 
 
The IB Diploma Programme is a two year Visual Arts course that involves students in in-

depth studies of the elements and principles of design; it encourages an active exploration of 
visual arts within their own and other cultural, international context; the course promotes 
creative thinking and problem solving and engages in practical exploration and development 
of technical skills so that students become proficient in a variety of visual media. 

The course is designed not only for those who have prior experience and seek for 
developing their skills, techniques and wish to concentrate on studio practice in visual arts. 
The course option B in both HL and SL is designed for students who may not have previous 
experience in studio work but wish to concentrate on contextual, visual and critical 
investigation in visual arts. 

 
The aims of the visual arts course at Hl and SL are to enable students to 
 

- investigate past, present and emerging forms of visual arts and engage in 
producing, appreciating and evaluating these 

- develop an understanding of visual arts from a local, national and 
international perspective 

- build confidence in responding visually and creatively to personal and 
cultural  experiences 

- develop skills in, and sensitivity to, the creation of works that reflect active 
and individual involvement 

- take responsibility for the direction of their learning through the acquisition 
of effective working practices 

 
Objectives 

- growth and commitment through the study of art 
- an interrelationship between research and artistic production 

 
Studio Work: 

- produce personally relevant works of art that reveal evidence of exploration 
of ideas that reflect cultural and historical awareness 

- develop and demonstrate technical competence and artistic qualities that 
challenge and extend personal boundaries and technical competence and self-
direction 
 

Investigation Workbooks: 
- respond to and analyze critically and contextually the function, meaning and 

artistic qualities of past, present and emerging art 
- develop and present independent ideas and practice, and explain the 

connections between these and the works of others 



- explore and develop ideas and techniques for studio work through integrated 
contextual study and first-hand observations 

- develop and maintain a close relationship between investigation and a 
purposeful, creative process in studio work 

 
 
Studio work 
 
Studio work involves practical exploration and artistic production. Art concepts and 

techniques will be introduced through practical work in the studio with opportunities for an 
approach to: 

- the exploration of media, including the use of materials and equipment 
- the exploration and development of artistic qualities in visual arts 
- the study of relationships between form, meaning and content in visual arts 
- the study of a variety of social and cultural functions of visual arts 
- the appreciation and evaluation of students’ own work and that of others 

 
Investigation Workbook. 
 
The purpose of the investigation workbooks is to encourage personal investigation into 

visual arts, which must be closely related to the studio work undertaken. The workbooks 
should incorporate contextual, visual and critical investigation. Investigation workbooks 
provide an opportunity for reflection and discovery and they play a key role in allowing ideas 
to take shape and grow. Students will acquire an ability to examine works of art critically and 
articulate their thoughts and experiences. The workbooks will contain both visual and written 
information and have the appearance of a working journal. 

 
 
Home Work 
 
Work outside the classroom is an essential and obligatory component and supposes that 

students spend at least 3 hours per week to complete their assignments, work on ideas for 
projects, seek for solutions to problems, do individual research and work in their workbooks. 
It also includes visiting museums and art galleries. Such outside classroom work can be 
accomplished in the school art studio (after school time) as well as at home and during 
weekends. 

 
 
Assessment 
At the end of the two year course each student will present a selection of studio works for 

external assessment. Works will be presented in an exhibition and in a candidate record 
booklet. Students will also present selected pages from their investigation workbooks that 
have been produced during the course. 

The external assessment at the end of the course includes an interview with an examiner. 
 
 
Art Materials 
Most of the materials are provided by the school. However, if student’s area of interest goes 

beyond the provided materials and equipment it is student’s responsibility to get materials 
needed for his/her advanced artistic exploration. 

Each student will be given an IWB book and a portfolio case. Students are responsible of 
taking care of their sketchbooks and portfolio folders. 

 
 



Topics 
 
The nature of course involves students’ initiative and personal perception and 

awareness of various social, cultural, historical context; their interest in different 
media, exploration and experimentation. The Visual Arts syllabus does not have units 
or modules constructed by a teacher. It provides a general framework which reflects 
students’ interests and experience, their cultural background, and intercultural 
awareness. Students decide their own area of study. 

 
However, at the beginning of the course, during the first year students are supposed 

to be directed and instructed by a teacher in order to evoke their creativity, help to 
develop own ideas, expand research skills, get students involved into work in 
workbooks, provide assistance in improving critical and analytical skills.  

Some possible approaches include: 
- interest to own heritage, community, culture 
- understanding the cultural contributions (social, ethical, religious 

dimensions) of the arts 
- interest to classical, native, aboriginal, contemporary arts 
- human body, gender 
- art across time and among different cultural and social groups 
- narrative art 

During the second year students become more initiative and self-guided, they 
progress through exploration and experimentation of themes and use of various 
media.  

Media available include: 
- painting 
- drawing 
- printmaking 
- collage 
- ceramic/clay work 
- sculpture/construction 
- photography 
- computer graphics 

 
 
A selection of artists, styles, art movements and media students might investigate: 
 
- William Blake, Rockwell Kent, Edgar Degas, El Greco, Amedeo Modigliani, Pablo 

Picasso, Auguste Rodin, Salvador Dali, Camille Claudel, Frida Kahlo, Michelangelo, Renoir, 
Vincent van Gogh, Christo, Andy Warhol, contemporary artists 

  
- Expressionism, Abstract/Figurative art; Art Nouveau; African Art; Ancient Egypt; 

Ancient Greece; Baroque; The Blue Riders; Celtic Art; Cubism; Conceptualism; Decorative 
art; Environmental art; Futurism; Gothic; Neo Gothic; Happening/performance art; Icon 
painting; Islamic Art; Impressionism; Kinetic/mobile art; Lubok; Naïve art; Narrative 
painting; Realism; Pop Art; Oriental art; Japanese woodblock printing; Rococo; Surrealism;  

  
- Calligraphy; caricature/cartoon; digital/fractal art; graffiti; eco-design/sustainable design; 

linocut, woodcut; mosaic; pointillism; stained glass; logo design; poster/ads/commercials; 
graphic design/typography  

 
 



Assessment 
 
Assessment in Visual Arts consists of an evaluation of each student’s body of work 

as a whole – both the finished products and the process of artistic investigation and 
development.  

Assessment includes: 
- external (studio work 
- internal (investigation workbooks)  

At the end of the two year course each student will present a selection of studio works for 
external assessment. Works will be presented in an exhibition and in a candidate record 
booklet. Students will also present selected pages from their investigation workbooks that 
have been produced during the course. 

The external assessment at the end of the course includes an interview with an examiner. 
 
 
 
Resources 
 
Recommended books: 

- The Thames & Hudson “Dictionary of Art terms” (ISBN 0-500-
20365-2) 

- The Visual Experience by J.Hobbs, Third Edition (www.davis-
art.com): 

- The Visual Experience, Third Edition, Teacher's Edition 
- Art History, Criticism and Aesthetics 
- Vocabulary and Writing about Art 
- Focus on Photography, Teacher's Edition (www.davis-art.com) 
- Exploring Visual Design, (www.davis-art.com): 
- Exploring Visual Design: Teacher's Edition 
- Discovering Art History (www.davis-art.com): 
- Discovering Art History, Fourth Edition, Teacher's Edition 
- Scholastic Art magazine (http://teacher.scholastic.com)  

 
Computer software (not limited to): Adobe Photoshop, Corel Draw, Power Point; 
Video/DVD art materials; 
School library sources: textbooks, art books, magazines, news papers, etc. 
Internet sources: www.questia.com, www.artlex.com, www.abcgallery.com, 

www.artrenewal.org, www.artchive.com, etc. 
 
 

http://www.davisart.com/Portal/Commerce/CommerceDefault.aspx?curPage=ProductDetails&ProductID=441
http://www.davisart.com/Portal/Commerce/CommerceDefault.aspx?curPage=ProductDetails&ProductID=120297
http://www.davisart.com/Portal/Commerce/CommerceDefault.aspx?curPage=ProductDetails&ProductID=120302
http://www.davisart.com/Portal/Commerce/CommerceDefault.aspx?curPage=ProductDetails&ProductID=120847
http://www.davisart.com/Portal/Commerce/CommerceDefault.aspx?curPage=ProductDetails&ProductID=311
http://www.davisart.com/Portal/Commerce/CommerceDefault.aspx?curPage=ProductDetails&ProductID=120349
http://teacher.scholastic.com/
http://www.questia.com/
http://www.artlex.com/

